Town of Hancock Animal Control Ordinance

Approved May 14, 2001

Section I: Definitions

As used in this Ordinance, unless the context indicates otherwise:

A. " Animal" shall be intended to mean any living creature that is not a human being.

B. "Public or Town -owned Property" includes, but is not limited to, streets, sidewalks, parking lots, lawns and grounds of public buildings, and public facilities, including, parks, athletic fields, trails, walkways, rights-of-way, easements and driveways.

C. "Dog" shall be intended to mean male and female, neutered and spayed canines.

D. "Keeper" shall be intended to mean a person in possession or control of a dog or other animal.

E. "Owner" shall be intended to mean any person or persons, firm, association, or corporation owning, keeping or harboring a dog or animal.

Section 2: Animal Control Officer


   The Town Selectboard shall appoint one or more Animal Control Officers in accordance with Title 7, M.R.S.A., Section 3947, as amended. Said animal control officers shall have all of the powers provided under this Ordinance and the laws of the State of Maine.

        In addition to the regular duties of Animal Control Officers delineated by state law and this Ordinance, the animal control officer is hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of any other law regarding animals and found in Title 7, Maine Revised Statutes, Chapters 719 (Uncontrolled Dogs), 720 (Rabies Prevention), 721 (Dog Licenses), 723 (Licenses for Kennels, Boarding Kennels, and Pet Shops), 727 (Dangerous Dogs), 729 (Damage by Dogs), 730 (Ferrets), 731 (Mistreatment of Animals), 733 (Transportation of Animals), 737 (Calf and Pig Scrambles), 729 (Cruelty to Animals), and 741 (Animal Trespass). Enforcement of these additional provisions shall be according to state law and procedure.

Section 3: Public Nuisance

A. 
Any owner or keeper of a dog or animal that damages property located within the Town of Hancock and belonging to another person, said damage occurring while the dog or animal is not on the property of the owner or keeper, commits a civil violation subject to the penalties set forth in this Ordinance.

B.
 No owner or keeper of a dog or animal shall allow the dog or animal to unnecessarily annoy or disturb any person by loud and repeated barking or other noises. Upon written complaint by the person disturbed, signed and sworn to, any animal control officer or other law enforcement officer may investigate the allegations of the complaint. If the agent or officer finds that there are valid grounds for the complaint, the agent or officer shall serve a written warning upon the owner or keeper, notifying the owner that such disturbance must cease. The written warning shall be in a form approved by the Selectboard. Warning shall be served by delivering a copy of the warning to the owner or keeper, in hand, or by mailing a copy by certified, return receipt requested mail, to the owner or keeper at the address shown on the license application for that dog or animal. Any owner or keeper who allows such annoyance or disturbance to continue after notice has been served, commits a civil violation subject to the penalties set forth in this Ordinance.

Section 4: Disposition of Dogs or Animals That Have Bitten Persons 

It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring a dog or animal, when notified that such animal has bitten any person or has so injured any person as to cause abrasion of the skin, to sell or give away such an animal, or to or allow such animal to be taken beyond the limits of the town, except under the care of  a licensed veterinarian and/or except to be delivered to a licensed veterinarian or impoundment facility.  It shall be the duty of such owner or keeper, upon receiving such notice, to immediately place such animal under confinement for a period of fourteen days or deliver such dog or animal to the impoundment shelter. The Director of Public Health and/or the Town Health Officer shall be notified immediately by the person in charge of the death of any dog or animal while in confinement. The Town Health Officer shall investigate any dog or animal bites referred to him/her by any animal control officer or law enforcement officer. It shall be unlawfu1 for the owner or the person keeping or harboring any dog or animal when notified that such animal has bitten any person or has so injured any person as to cause abrasion of the skin, to destroy such animal without permission from the Town Health Officer.


Section 5.: Rabies

Upon a positive diagnosis of rabies in any dog or animal within the Town of Hancock, the Town Selectboard may proclaim and invoke a town-wide quarantine period of 30 days and, upon invoking such quarantine, no dog or animal shall be permitted to roam at large. During such period of rabies quarantine, every dog or animal, adjudged to be rabid or to have been bitten by any other dog or animal adjudged to be rabid, must comply with the following: 


a.
If either animal has had documented current rabies inoculation, it may be kept in home quarantine, or under a veterinary isolation at the owner's expense for a period of 45 days.

b.
If either animal has not had documented rabies inoculation, it must be kept in strict isolation in a licensed veterinary facility for 6 months at owner's expense.

c.
In either of the above circumstances, the owner may elect to have the animal destroyed with approval of the animal control officer.


In the event that there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period of quarantine, such period of quarantine may be extended by the Town Selectboard. The carcass of any dead dog or animal exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, be surrendered to the animal control officer, who shall direct its disposition.

No person shall refuse to surrender any dog or animal for quarantine or destruction as required herein when demanded by the Town Selectboard.

Any owner or keeper of a dog or animal who fails to comply with any quarantine imposed under this section commits a civil violation subject to penalties set forth in this Ordinance.

Section 6: Cruelty

No person shall harm in any way, any animal on an owner's premises, or under the control of the owner, except that the animal control officer may initiate necessary actions to control any animal not maintained in accordance with state and local laws, whether on public or private land.

Section 7: Enforcement and Penalties

Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance commits a civil violation. The penalty for this violation is a fine of not less than $25.00 or more than $100.00 per violation. Each day that a violation continues constitutes a separate violation. If the Town is a prevailing party in an action to enforce any provision of this Ordinance, it must be awarded its reasonable attorney's fees, expert witness fees, and costs, unless extraordinary circumstances make the award of these fees unjust.

Section 8: Severability

In the event any section, subsection, or any provision of this ordinance shall be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction, to be invalid for any reason, such decision shall not be deemed to effect the validity of any other section, subsection, or other portion of this Ordinance; to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be servicable.

Section 9: Conflict with other Ordinances

Whenever the requirements of this Ordinance are in conflict with the requirements of any other lawfully adopted rule, regulation, or ordinance, that imposing the most restrictive or higher standard shall govern.

Section 10: Amendments

A proposal to amend this Ordinance may be initiated by:

A. The Selectboard

B. The Public, through a written petition signed by at least twenty-five (25) residents registered to vote in the Town of Hancock accompanied by a fee of one hundred ($100) dollars to cover the cost of review, hearings and advertisements.

Section 11: Effective Date

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective on the date of their enactment.
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