SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE &

TRANSFER FACILITY ORDINANCE

Hancock, Maine

May 13, 1996

TOWN OF HANCOCK

SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE

& TRANSFER FACILITY ORDINANCE

SECTION 1.  PURPOSE
The Town of Hancock has an obligation to provide solid waste management for domestic and commercial waste generated within the Town of Hancock. Given the above, the purpose of this ordinance is to preserve and protect environmental resources to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public and enhance the quality and character of life in the Town of Hancock.

SECTION 2.  SCOPE
This ordinance applies to all domestic, residential, public institutions, commercial and industrial producers of solid waste in the Town of Hancock.

SECTION 3.  TITLE AND AUTHORITY
3.1 This ordinance shall be known as the Town of Hancock Solid Waste Ordinance.

3.2 This ordinance is adopted under Title 30-M.R.S.A. Section 3001 et seq. and Title 38 M.R.S.A. Section 1301 et seq.

3.3 Municipalities are expressly authorized to enact ordinances that control solid waste collection, its transportation and delivery to facilities as found in Title 38 M.R.S.A. Section 1304-B.

SECTION 4.  DEFINITIONS
The definitions set forth in Title 38 M.R.S.A. Section 1303 apply to this ordinance and are incorporated herein. Any word not otherwise defined shall have its ordinary meaning.

4.1 Brown Goods:  An electronic device containing circuit boards, capacitors, resistors or transistors which is not included in the definition of white goods and which weighs more than ten (10) pounds.

4.2 Bulky Waste:  Any item occupying a space of one cubic yard or more and includes, but is not limited to, the whole or partial trailers, floats, boats, tanks of 200 gallons or more, building sections, commercial equipment, camper tops, tires, large furniture items, mattresses, carpeting, demolition and construction debris.

4.3 Commercial Hauler:  Any person, party, company or corporation who handles and transports solid waste over the road for compensation.

4.4 Compost Material:  Leaves, grass clippings, hay, straw, vegetable waste, purely vegetable food wastes, herbaceous plants and sawdust.

4.5 Demolition and Construction Debris:  Lumber, bricks, masonry, asphalt, shingles, insulation and other similar materials. It does not include asbestos or items listed in 4.18.1 or 4.19.

4.6 Disposal:  The discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking or placing of any special, hazardous, or solid waste, sludge or septage into or on any land or water so that the hazardous, special or solid waste, sludge or septage or any constituent thereof may enter the environment or be emitted into the air, or discharged into any waters including ground waters as allowed by this Ordinance or state or federal law or regulation.

4.7 Ferrous Metals:  Any iron-containing commodity categorized as #1 and #2 steel, cast iron, or light iron/white goods.

4.8 Household Refuse:  Combustible material commonly generated by usual domestic activities. It does not include materials defined as demolition or construction debris, furniture, white goods, tires and abandoned automobiles.

4.9 Litter:  Any material or form of solid waste or unacceptable material as defined in this ordinance which, if thrown, stored or deposited as herein prohibited, tends to create a danger or nuisance to the public health, safety and welfare.

4.10   Non-Ferrous:  Any metal devoid of iron content and categorized as copper, brass, aluminum or lead.

4.11   Person:  Any individual, association, partnership, firm, corporation or other entity or their agents.

4.12 Recyclables:  Any discarded manufactured or residual material that may be reused or reprocessed into a similar or different use; any materials or substance that have useful physical or chemical properties and can be reclaimed for re-use or recycled for the plastic, ferrous and non-ferrous metal. The materials include but are not limited to paper, glass, textiles, etc.

4.13 Recycling:  The separating, collecting and/or reprocessing of manufactured materials or residues for       re-use either in the same form or as part of a different product.

4.14 Resident:  Any person who is domiciled within the Town of Hancock or within any town which may be a party to a solid waste agreement within the Town of Hancock. It shall include persons who may own, rent or lease a single-family dwelling seasonally.
4.15 Restaurant Waste:  Solid waste generated by restaurants, commercial dining facilities and ready to eat food vending establishment.

4.16 Septage:  Waste, refuse, effluent, sludge or any similar materials from septic tanks, cesspools or any other similar facilities.

4.17 Solid Waste:  Useless, unwanted or discarded solid material with insufficient liquid content to be free flowing, including but not limited to rubbish, garbage, scrap metals, junk, or refuse. It does not include septage or organic waste which contains materials, junk or refuse, or agricultural and fish waste.

4.18 Unacceptable Waste:  Any solid, semi-solid, liquid or gaseous organic or inorganic waste which is by its physical or chemical properties may create a danger or nuisance to the public health, safety and welfare and/or cannot be properly disposed of, and includes but is not limited to:

4.18.1  Special waste as defined in Chapter 400, Section 1, Subsection KKK of the Maine Solid Waste   

   Management Regulations;
4.18.1.1 Oil, coal, wood and multi-fuel broiler and incinerator ash.

4.18.1.2 Industrial process waste

4.18.1.3 Wastewater, treatment plant sludge, paper mill sludge and other sludge waste.
4.18.1.4 Debris and residuals from non-hazardous chemical spills and clean-up.

4.18.1.5 Contaminated soils and dredge spoils.

4.18.1.6 Asbestos

4.18.1.7 Sand blast grit and non-liquid paint waste.

4.18.1.8 Medical and biological waste.

4.18.1.9 High and low PH waste (acids & basic solids or solutions.)

4.18.1.10 Any other waste designated by the Board of Environmental Protection.

4.18.2
Hazardous waste, excepting recyclables waste oil, as defined in Chapter 400, Section 1, Subsection QQ of the Maine Solid Waste Management Regulations;

4.18.3 Stumps, logs, leaves, grass clippings, yard waste, garden waste, earth and rocks;

4.18.4 Dead animals or portions thereof;

4.18.5 Freezers, refrigerators, air conditioning units or any other white goods;

4.18.6 Tires and batteries;

4.18.7 Large pressurized containers over one quart;

4.18.8 Agricultural wastes;

4.18.9 Any solid waste not generated within the municipal limits of the Town of Hancock.

4.19 White Goods:  Refrigerators, stoves, freezers, washing machines, cloths dryers, air conditioners and other large, predominantly metal household appliances.

SECTION 5.  ADMINISTRATION
5.1 Rules and Regulations:  The Board of Selectpersons shall establish fees, rules and regulations required for the municipality to conform to the standards and requirements set forth in this Ordinance, subject to any requirements for public hearings. Rules and regulations shall also conform to all pertinent regulations or directives or all local, county, state or federal agencies which may have jurisdiction.

5.2 The Board of Selectpersons or its designated agents further have the authority to negotiate and contract with any person for the collection, processing and disposition of solid waste. The Board of Selectpersons may appoint one or more persons to assist them in determining how to best administer the solid waste program.
SECTION 6.  ENFORCEMENT
6.1 Enforcement for this Ordinance is the responsibility of the law and code enforcement officers for the Town of Hancock and the Board of Selectpersons.

SECTION 7.  ENFORCEMENT
7.1 Violations and Penalties:  Violations of this ordinance shall be enforced with the provisions of 30-M.R.S.A. Section 4452 as land use violations. The penalties set forth in 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 4452 shall apply to violations of this Ordinance.
7.2 In addition to foregoing penalty provisions, any person who fails to comply with this Ordinance shall be liable for costs of enforcement including reasonably attorney fees with fines and costs which shall be recovered from the violator for the use of the Town. This provision shall not preclude the Board from simultaneously seeking appropriate equitable relief.

7.3 Any permitted commercial haulers who violate any provision of this Ordinance, in addition to the fine provisions contained in Section 7.1 and 7.3, may be punished by a revocation of their permit for up to two years and forfeiture of all permit fees.

7.4 In instances of illegal dumping upon land of another, the landowner shall notify the Hancock Police Department which will pursue identification and prosecution.

7.5 Whenever the Board of Selectpersons, or its designated agents, determines that there has been a violation to the person(s) responsible by personal service or by certified mail, return receipt requested

7.5.1 Such notice shall include a list of violations with proposed corrective action for each and shall allow reasonable time as determined by the Board of Selectpersons or its designated agent. The notice shall contain an outline of remedial action which, if taken, will effect compliance.

7.5.2 The notice shall state that unless corrections are made within the allotted time, the violator is subject to prosecution and/or to license revocation or suspension pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 8.  ORDINANCE REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS
8.1 Ordinance Review:  Periodically, at its discretion, the Board of Selectpersons will review the Solid Waste ordinance for effectiveness and when necessary recommend amendments for voter approval.
8.2 Amendments:  This Ordinance may be amended as provided in Title 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 3004(4).

8.2.1. Any proposed amendments to this Ordinance shall be proposed to the voters of Hancock at a Town 

meeting. Approval of amendments, revisions or deletions rest exclusively with the voters of the municipality.

SECTION 9.  DISPOSAL REQUIREMENT

9.1 Responsibility:  It is the responsibility of each person to provide proper disposal of all solid waste generated on his/her premises in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance.

9.2 Curbside pick-up requires the following:

9.2.1 Solid waste must be at roadside at the time and location as designated by the Board of 

Selectpersons.
9.2.2. Solid waste must be contained in a way designated by the Board of Selectpersons.
9.2.3. Those items defined as unacceptable waste under Section 4.18 of this Ordinance will not be collected or accepted at the transfer facility.

9.2.4. Those items defined as brown goods, demolition and construction debris, white goods and bulky waste under Section 4 of this Ordinance will not be collected.

9.2.5. In the event that the container holding the solid waste is opened and the contents scattered before curbside pick-up, it is the responsibility of the occupant(s) to collect all scattered material within twenty-four (24) hours of scheduled pick-up.

9.2.6. Notices of any changes in pick-up procedures shall be posted in at least three conspicuous places and a notice published in a newspaper distributed in the area.

9.3 Commercial Haulers
9.3.1 All commercial haulers, hauling from or within Hancock, who have not contracted with the Town 


of Hancock are required to obtain a permit from the Town.
9.3.2 All commercial haulers, hauling from or within Hancock, who have not contracted with the Town 


of Hancock must comply with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Rules 


and Regulations.
9.3.3 All commercial haulers must show written proof of compliance with DEP Rules and Regulations 


before applying for a Hancock Commercial Hauler’s Permit.

9.4 Bulky Waste Items and Brown Goods:  will be disposed of at the Hancock Transfer Facility upon obtaining a permit from the Town Office.
9.5 White Goods:  will be disposed of at Coastal Recycling.

SECTION 10.  USER FEES

10.1 User Fees:  Because of the rising costs of solid waste management and in an effort to keep down property taxes incurred with disposal of solid waste, user fees may be initiated as a more equitable assessment of costs, and as an incentive to recycle. Fees may be established and collected by the Board of Selectpersons and said fees collected will be used to offset the cost of solid waste management services.

SECTION 11.  HOME STORAGE AND COMPOSTING
11.1 Storage shall be the responsibility of the owner or primary occupants of the dwelling, commercial and industrial facility. Storage shall be in closed containers or by other similar methods to preclude odors, rodents, insects, etc.
11.2 Composting:  It is proven that proper home composting of kitchen wastes, yard and garden wastes and other organic materials significantly reduces the cost of solid waste disposal; therefore, home composting is encouraged.

SECTION 12.  SEVERABILITY

12.1 Severability:  The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any section, subsection, sentence, provision or part of this Ordinance is held invalid, or unconstitutional, the remaining provisions of this Ordinance shall not be affected or impaired.

SECTION 13.  EFFECTIVE DATE
This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of adoption by Town vote.
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